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SPEECH
OP THI

HON. R. C. WINTHROP, OF MA88.,
Oil the President's Message, transinitling the

Constitution of CalifornUi; delivered in Committeeofthe whole in the House oj Represensentativesof the United States, May 8, 1850.
The Uouae being' in Committee of the Whole on

the state of the Union, on the President's Message
transmitting the constitution of California:
Mr. WINTHROP said: When 1 had the honor of

addressing the Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union some weeks ago, 1 intimated my purposeto take another opportunity, at no distant day,to express, somewhat more in detail than I was uble
to do on that occasion, the views which 1 entertain
in regard to what have well been called the greut
questions of the day.
The eager competitions for the tloor which have

been witnessed here almost without intermission
from that time to this, have postponed the accomplishmentof this purpose much longer than I could
nave desired.

I rise now. however, at Ihul to fulfil it AnH
most heartily do I wish, Mr. Chairman, that in doingso I could see my way clear to contribute something'to the repose of the country, and to the harmonyof our national councils. I yield to no one
in the sincerity or the earnestness of iny desire,
that every bone of contention between different portionsof the Union may be broken, every root of
bitterness removed, and that the American Congressmay be Been again in a condition to dischargeits legitimate functions of providing at once for the
wants of the Government, and for the interests of
the people. If'there be an example in history which
I would gladly emulate at such a moment as this,
it is that of an old Swiss patriot, four hundred years
ago.of whom 1 have recently read an account.
who, when the Confederated Cantons had become
so embittered against each other, by a long successionof mutual criminations and local feuds, that
the dissolution of the Confederacy was openly proposedand discussed, and the liberties of Switzerlandseemed on the very verge of ruin, was suddenlyfound rushing from his cherished retirement
into the Assembly of Deputies, and exclaiming,
"Concord, concord, concord!" and who, it is recorded,by his prudence, his patriotism, and his
eloquence, brought back that Assembly, und the
people whom they represented, to a sense of the inestimableblessings which were at stake upon the
issue, and finally succeeded in restoring his distractedcountry to a condition of harmony, tranquillity,and assured union!

Sir, there is no sacrifice of personal opinion, of
pride of consistency, of local regard, of official position,of present havings, or ot future hopes, which
1 would not willingly make to play such a part as
this.
Perhaps it may be said that it has been playedalready. Perhaps it may be said that a voice, or

ua.t, an can jr uccu liraiu m wit uwiei tiiu ui

this Capitol, if not in this, which have stilled the
angry storm of fraternal discord, and given us the

Erateful assurance that all our controversies shall
e peacefully settled.
At any rate, sir, whether this be so or not, I am

but too sensible that it is not given to me in this
hour to attempt such a character. And let me add,
that there is one sacrifice which I could never make,
even for all the glory which might result from Unsuccessfulperformance of so exalted a service.1
mean the sacrifice of my own deliberately adopted
and honestly cherished principles. These 1 must
avow, to-day and always. These 1 must stand to,
here and every where. Under all circumstances,
in all events, I must follow the lead of iny own
conscientious convictions of right and of duty.

1 assume, then, to-day, Mr. Chairman, no characterof a pacificator. I have no new plan of adjustmentor reconciliation to offer for the difficultiesand dissensions in which we are unhappily involved.
Still less, sir, have 1 sought the floor for the purposeof entering into fresh controversy with anybodyin this House or elsewhere. Not even tnc

gratuitous imputations, the second-hand perversionsand state sarcasms, of the honorable memberfrom Connecticut, (Mr. Cleveland,) a fewdaysago, can tempt me to employ anoUicr hour of

encounter. 1 pass from that honorable member
with the single remark, that it required more than
all his vehement and turgid declamation against
others, who, as he suggested, were shaping their
course with a view to Some official pi omotion or reward,to make me, or, as I think, to make this
House, forget, that the term of one of his own ConnecticutSenators was soon about to expire, that
the Connecticut Legislature was just about to as

semble, and that the honorable member himself
, was well understood to be a prominent candidate

for the vacancy !
And I shall be equally brief with the distinguished

member from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Wilmot,) who
honored me with another shaft from the aell-sauir
quiver on Friday last. I will certainly not take
advantage of his absence to deal with him at any
length. But I cannot forbear saying, that as 1
heard him pouring forth so bitter an invective, so

pitiless a philippic against southern arrogance and
northern recreancy; and as 1 observed the sleek
complacency with which lie seemed to congratulate
himself that he alone had been proof against all the
seductions of patronage, and all the blandishments
of power, I could not help remembering that his
name was an historical name more than a century
ago, and the lines in which a celebrated poet had
embalmed it for immortality came unbidden to my
"V

" .Shall parte so varioua aim at nothing new ?
He'll ahine a Tully and a Wilmot too!"

My object to-day, Mr. Chairman, ia the airnple
and humble one of expressing my own views on
matters in regard to which I have in some auartcrs
been, either intentionally or unintentionally, misunderstoodand misrepresented. The end of my
hour will find me, I fear, with even this work but
half accomplished; and I must rely on being1 judged
by what shall be printed hereafter rather than by
what I may succeed in saying now. I will not,
however, make my little lees by wasting any more
of iny time in an empty eaordium, but will proceedat once to the business in hand.

And, in the first place, sir, I desire to explain, at
the expense of some historical narrative and egotisticalreference, the position which I have heretoforeoccupied in relation to a certain anti-tlavrry
protnto, which has tiecn the immediate occasion of
most of those sectional dissensions by which our
domestic peace has been of late so seriously disturbed.

I need not say, sir, that I am no stranger to that
protmo, though, during the whole of the last Congress,I was precluded, by my position in the chair
of the House, from giving any vote, or uttering
any voice in regard to it.
There are those here to-day.and I might single

out, in no spirit of unkindness certainly, the presentchairman of the Committee of Ways and
Means, (Mr. Ratlv,) as one of them.who have
often taken pains to remind the House and the
country that this proviso was formally proposed by
me to a bill for establishing a government in the
Oregon Territory, before the honorable member
from Pennsylvania, whose name it now bears, (Mr.
Wilmot,) had entered upon his Congressional
career.

I have never drtiied this allegation. I have never
desired to deny it. The fact 1* upon record; ami I
would not era** or alter that record if it were in
my power to do eo. But, air, I hare often desired,
and a Iwar* intended, whenever I ahould again be
free to take part in the diac nations of thia body, to
recall to the remembrance of the Houae and of the
country the circumatancea under which, and the
view* with which, that proposition waa made.

It waa made, Mr. Chairman, on the let day of
February, 1H45. And what waa the condition of
the country, and of the public afliaira of the coun

try on that day?
Oregon waa then a disputed territory. We were

engaged at that time, air, in negotiations with
ftrest Britain, in reaped to the conflicting claim*
of the two countries to that remote region. Those
negotiation* had been long protracted, and had engendereda spirit of restless impatience on the aub-
J^TT, 1T1 inf minUR UI p/ruu»« UI um naiirrirnii

people. The question, too, had been drawn.as, I
regret to any, a Imoat every question in thin country
seems destined to be drawn.into the periloua vor
tea of party politics; and a Democratic Presidentialtriumph had jnat been achieved, under a ban
ner on which were legibly inscribed the well-rememberedfigures M° 40\ and the well-rememberedphrase, "Ikfwkol* or none'"
Under these circumstances, sir, a bill was introducedinto this House, to extend the jurisdiction of

the United -States ovor the whole territory in dispute,end to authoriar the assumption and exercise
of one of the highest attributes ol exclusive sovereignty,by granting lands to settlers.
The bill was in other respects highly objectionable.It provided for carrying on a government by

the appointment of ouly two officers.a governoranil a judge.who were to have absolute authorityto promulgate and enforce, throughout the TerritoryofOregon, any and all laws which they might sec
fit tuselect from the statutes of any State or Terri-
lory in the Union. The whole destinies of Oregon
were thus to be confided to the discretion of two
inen, who were to make up a code of laws to suit
themselves, by picking and culling at pleasure fromall the statute books of the country. They were at
liberty, as the bill stood.although the entire Territorywas above the latitude.of 36° 30'.to adopt a
lave code or a free code, as might be most agree-
able to their own notions; and there wus, at that
very moment, lying upon the tables before us, a

report from the Indian ageut or sub-agent iu that
quarter, from which it appeared, that a number of
the native Indians had already been captured and
enslaved by the white settlers, and that they were
held in a state of absolute anil unjustifiable
bondage.

It was under these circumstances, Mr. Chairman,that I moved the proviso in question ; and 1
now read, from a succch m inted at the time, the
remarks which I made on the occasion.
"One limitation upon the discretion of these two

irresponsible law-givers ought certainly to be imposed,if this bill is to pass. As it now stands, there
is nothing to prevent them from legalizing the existenceof domestic slavery in Oregon. It seems to
be understood that this institution is to be limited
by the terms of the Missouri compromise, and is
nowhere to be permitted in the American Union
above the latitude of 36° 30'. There is nothing,
however, to enforce this understanding in the presentcase. The published documents prove that
Indian slavery -already exists in Oregon. I intend,
therefore, to move, wheucvcr it is in order to do so,
the insertion of an express declaration, that 'there
sluill neither be slavery nor involuntary servitude in
this Territory, exceptfor crime, whereof theparty shall
have been diily convicted.' "

I did not stop here; however, sir. The whole argumentof my speech on that occasion, with the
exception of the single sentence which I have cited,
was agaiust the passage of the bill in any form.

"I am in hopes, Mr. Chairman, (such was my
distinct avowal,) that the bill will not become a law
at the present session in any shape. Everything
conspires, in my judgment, to call for the postponementof any such measure to a future day."
The great and paramount objection to the bill, in

my mind, was that it would jeopard the peace of
uiu t.;uuniry; lutii u wuuiu urcittt up iuu ttmuauii;

negotiations in which we were engaged, and would
leave no other alternative for settling' the vexed
question of title between us and Great Britain, but
the stern abitrairicnt of war.
Entertaining this opinion, I aimed at defeating'the measure by every means in my power; and it

was well understood, at the time, that this very
provieo was one of the means upon which 1 mainly
relied for the purpose. 1 deliberately designed, bymoving it, to unite the southern Democracy with
the conservative Whigs of both the North and the
South, in opposition to the bill, and thus to insure
its deleat.
The motion prevailed. The proviso was inserted

by a vote of l3l to 69, and I, for one, then carried
out my opposition to the bill by \oting against it,
proviso and all. The southern Democracy, howaver,did not go with me on this vote. Not a few
of them.the present Speaker of the House among
the number.all of them, indeed, who were present,
cxceptybur, voted in favor of the bill, notwithstandtheanti-slavery clause; and accordingly it passed
the House. But there can be little doubt that this
clause had its iniluence in arresting the bill in the
other wing of the Capitol, where it remained unactedupon until the close of the session, and was
thus finally lost. ,

Sir, a bill to create a territorial government in
Oregon, containing this identical provito, lias since
been passed through both Houses of Congress, and
has received the sanction and signature of a southernDemocratic President; and I do not suppose,therefore, that this original motion of mine will lie
hereafter so frequent a subject of southern Democraticcensure as it hitherto has been. But 1 have
desired to place upon record, in perpeluam memori
am ret, this plain, unvarnished history of the case;
and having done so, I willingly submit myself to
whatever measure of censure or reproach such a
state of facta may fairly subject inc to, either from
the South or from the North. If the offe.ringof this
proviso to this bill, under these circumstances,
willi these views, and with this result, be the unpardonableoffence which it has sometimes been
styled, I can only say, " acieum, qui feci; in me
converlileferrumNay, sir, 1 will say further,
that if it be fairly traceable to this movement of
mine, (hat it is no longer an open question whether
domestic slavery shall find a foothold in the Terri-
tory of Oregon, 1 shnll feel that it has not been entirelyin vain that I have been for ten years associatedwith the public council* of my country.

I come neat, Mr. Chairman, to the proviio,
which ha* mora legitimately received the name of
the honorable member from Pennsylvania, (Mr.
Wilmot.) And it is not leas important in this
caac, than in the other, to recall to the remembranceof the House and of the country the circumstancesunder which this proviso, also, was proposed.«

I think, sir, no one who was a member of Congressat the time will soon forget the eighth day of
August, 1*46. The country was at war with Mexico,and Congress was within eight-and-forty hours
of the appointed close of a most protracted and laborioussession. We were already almost exhaustedby hot weather and hot work, and all the energieswhich were left us were required for winding
up the great mass of public business which always
awaits the closing hours, whether of a longer or a
shorter session. Under these circumstances, a messagewas received by this House from President
Polk, calling for an appropriation of money to disablehim to negotiate a treaty of peace, and intimating,by a distinct reference to the precedent of
the purchase of Louisiana, that he designed to employthis money in the acquisition of more territory.Such a message, I need not say, sir, took all who
were not in the President's secrets greatly by surprise.The idea of bringing money to the aid of
our armies for the purpose ofbuying a pearr from a
nation like Mexico, could not tail to inflict a severewound upon our national pride; while the lust
ofterritorialacquisitionand aggrandizement, which
was thus plainly Itetrayed, gave a deeper dye of inCliceand rapine to the war into which wc had

n so recklessly plunged.No time was afforded us, however, for reflections
or deliberations of any sort. The message wasreferredat once to the Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union, and a bill was forthwith
originated in that committee, under the lead of
General McK.at, of North Carolina, for placing two
millions of dollars at the unlimited discretion of the
President.
For the debate upon this bi|l, two or three hours

of a hot summer afternoon were grudgingly allowedby the Democratic majority in this House, and
tliese two or three hours were divided off into homeopathicportions of/iee minutei each. My honorablefriend from New York, (Mr. Hvoh Whitb,)
.the senior member of the New York delegation.
and wIk>, I hope, will long remain here to enjoy the
dignity of that poaition.obtained the floor for the
first five ininutea, and I was fortunate or unfortunateenough to follow him. No amendment to the
bill had then been adopted, and no proviao moved.
Hut here is what I said on that occasion, as reported
in the National Intrlhgrrtcrr at the time.
"Mr. Winthbop said that he should follow the

example of his friend from New York, (Mr. Whitb,)
and confine himself to a brief statement of his
views, reserving to himself the privilege of amplifyingand enforcing them hereafter. The Administrationand its friends had thought fit during the
present session to frame more than one of their
most important measures, so as to leave their opponentsin a false position whichever way they voted.
There were two things whirh he had not imagined,
in advance, that any circumstances could have
constrained him to no, and from which he would
gladly have been snared. One of thern was to give
a vote whirh might appear to lend an approving
sanction to a war which had been caused by the
annexation of Texas: the other was to give a vote
which might appear like an oppoaition to the earliestrestoration of peace, either with Mexico or any
other Power on earth. Hut he must let appearances
take care of themselves. He was not here to pronounceopinions, either upon the preamble of a hill
or the phrases of a President's message. He was
here to vote on substantial provisions of law, proposedwith a view to their practical interpretation
and execution. One of these votes he had given
alrcadv, under circumstances which were familiar
to the House and to the country. He believed it
(h^n lltrl Ks Ka liatiayl it aaai unmi I Kit IIKiCt HsIlfiO

rate reflection, to be the beat vote of which the caae
admitted. And now, he greatly feared that he waa
about to be compelled to give the other of theeo abhorrentvote#. He could not and would not vote for
thia bill aa it now atood.
"What wm the bill? A hill to place twomilliona

of dollara at the diapoaal of the President 'for any
eatraordinary rmrrjrenciea which miffht ariae. out
of our intercourse with foreign nation# ' Not a

word about peace. Not a word about Mexico. Not
u ay liable about the disputed boundaries on the Rio
Grande. It was a vote of unlimited confidence in
an administration in which, he was sorry to say,
there was very little confidence to be placed. They
lUlgllt . 111 |B IIIWlMy WHIIIII UllJTlllg l.»n«llnia,or buying Cuba, or buying Yucatan, or buyingthe Sandwich Inlands, or buying any other territorythey might fancy in either hemisphere. If
we turned to the message of the President, it was
hardly mure satisfactory. Nothing could be more
evident than that this appropriation was asked for
us the earnest money for a purchase of more territory.The message expressly stated that it was to
Is: used in part payment for any concessions which
Mexico might make to us. The President already
lutd the claims of our citizens to deal with, to the
amount of three millions or more. Here were two
millions more to be. placed in his hand, in cash.
What was to be the whole payment, for which five
millions of dollars was wanted as an advance? And
where was this territory to be? The message, as if
not willing to leave us wholly in the dark, had
pointed expressly to the example of lb03.to the
purchase of Louisiana.and this very bill (as Mr.
W. understood) had been copied verbatim from the
act by which that purchase was indirectly sanctioned.The President has thus called upon us,
In language not to be misunderstood, to sanction,
in advance, a new and indefinite acuuisition of
southern territory. To such an acquisition be (Mr.
\V.) was opposed. He had said heretofore, and he
repealed now, that he was uncompromisingly opposedto extending the slavcholding territory of the
Union, lie wanted no more territory of any sort;
hut of this we iiad more than enough already.
"He cordially responded to the President's desiresto bring about a just and honorable peace at

the earliest moment. Nothing would give him
more real satisfaction than to join in a measure

honestly proposed for that purpose. He did not
grudge the payment of the two millions. He would
appropriate twenty millions for tho legitimate purposesof a treaty of peace without a moment's hesitation.And he still hoped that this measure might
assume a shape in which he. could give it his support.Limit the discretion of the President to a
settlement of those Itoundaries which have been the
subject of dispute. Hold him to his solemn pledges,
twice repeated, that he would be ready at all
times to settle the existing differences between the
two countries on the most liberal terms. Give him
no countenance in his design to take advantage of
the present war to force Mexico into the surrender,
or even the sale, of any of her provinces. If any
t ody wants a better harbor on the Pacific, let him
wait till it can be acquired with less of national
dishonor. But whatever you do or omit, give us at
least to be assured that this appropriation is not to
be applied to the annexation of another Texas, or
even to the purchase of another Louisiana." [Here
the hammer fell.]

This, Mr. Chairman, was my five minutes' speech
on that memorable occasion. It was "brief as the
posy of a lady's ring;" but it contained quite as
much substance as some that are longer. It cmbracedthree distinct ideas; first, that I was opposedto the continuance, as I had been to the commencement.of the war with Mexico, and that I
was ready to vote for any amount of money which
might be demanded for the legitimate purposes of
negotiating a treaty of peace; second, that 1 desired
no further acquisition of territory on any side or
of any sort; and third, that I was uncompromisinglyopposed to extending the slavcholding tcrritorvof fhp. Union.
And in conformity witli this last view, when the

honorable member from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Wilmot,)olFered his celebrated provito not long afterwards,I unhesitatingly voted for it.
Sir, 1 have never regretted that vote; nor have I

ever changed, in any degree, the opinions and the
principles upon which it was founded. Again and
again, 1 have reiterated those opinious, and vindicatedthose principles; and, as my consistency and
steadfastness on this point have been artfully cfrav^n
into question in some quarters, I must be pardoned
for a few citations from speeches of my own, in
which I have had oceasion to allude to the subject,
both in this House and elsewhere.

Here, sir, in the first plsw.e, is an extract from a

speech delivered by me in Fanueil Hall on the 23d
day ol September, 1846, hardly more than six weeks
after the occasion which 1 have just described:

"Sir, upon all the great points of this question
there is no difference of opinion whatever. All
agree, that this war ought never to have been commenced.All agree, tnat it ought to be brought ta
a close at the earliest practicable moment. No man

present denies that it originated, primarily, in the
annexation ofTexas; and secondarily, in the marchingof the American army into the disputed territorybeyond the Nueces. And no man present fails
to deplore and to condemn both of these measures.
Nor is there a Whig in this assembly, nor, in my
opinion, a Whig throughout the Union, who does
not deprecate, from the bottom of bis heart, any
prosecution of this war for the purpose of aggression,invasion, or conquest.
" This, this is the matter, gentlemen, in which we

take the deepest concern tins day. Where, token it
thu war to end, and what are to be it*fruittf Unquestionablywc are not to forget that it takes two to make
a bargain. Unquestionably we arc not to forget that
Mexico must be willing to negotiate before our own
Government can be held wholly responsible for the
failure of a treaty of peace. 1 rejoice, for one, that
the Administration have shown what little readinessthey have shown for bringing the war to a
conclusion. I have given them credit elsewhere
for their original overtures last autumn, and 1 shall
not deny them whatever credit they deserve for
their renewed overtures now. But, Mr. President,
it is not every thing which takes the name or the
lorrn oi an overture 01 peace which ia entitled to

reaped aa euch. If it proposes unjuat and unreasonableterma ; if it manifests an overbearing- and oppreaaiveapirit; if it presume* on the power of thoae
who make it, or on the weakness of thoae to whom
it ia offegpd, to exact hard and hcarlleaa conditions;
if, eapecially, it be of a character at once offensive
and injurioua to the righta of one of the nationa
concerned, and to the principlraof a large majority
of tbe other, then it proatitutea the name of peace,
and it* authors arc only entitled to the contempt
which belong* to thoae who add hypocriay to injustice

'Mr. Prcaident, when the Prcaidentof the United
States, on a sudden and aerioua emergency, demandedof Congrcs* the means of meeting a war,
into which he had already plunged the country, tie
pledged himself, in thncc repeated terms, to be
ready at all tiiui-s to settle the existing disputes betweenua and Mexico, whenever Mexico should be
willing either to make or to receive propositions to
that end. To that pledge he atanos solemnly recorded,in the sight of God and of men. Now, air,
it was no part ol our existing disputes, at that time,
whether wc should have possession of California, or
of any other Territory lieyond the Rio Grande.
And tho President, in prosecuting plans of invasion
and conquest, which look to the permanent acquisitionof any such Territories, will be ax false to hi*
own pledges, aa he is to the honor and interests o(
hi* country^ I

"I believe that I speak the sentiments of the whole
people of Massachusetts.I know I speak my own.
in saying that we want no more territorial posses-
sions to become the nurseries of new slave States.
It goes hard enough with ua, that the men and
money of the nation should be employed for the de-
fence of such acquisitions, already made; but to ,

originate new enterprises fur exlemfing the area of ,
slavery by force of arms, is revolting to the moral
sense of every American freeman. j

"Sir, I trust there is no man here who is not
readv to stand hv the ('otiafilution of the countrv i

I trust there ia no man here who ia not willing to
hold fast to the union of the Sutea, he ita limits ul
timately fixed a little on one aide, or a little on the
other aide, of the line of hia own choice. For inyaelf,I will not contemplate the idea of the disaolutionof the Union, in any conceivable event. There
arc no boumlaries of aea or land, of rock or river,
ofdeaertor mountain, to which 1 will not try, at
leaat, to carry out my love of country, whenever
they ahall really be the boundaries of my country
If the day of dissolution ever comes, it snail bring
the evidence of its own irresistible necessity tvith
it. 1 avert iny eyes from all recognition of such a

necessity in the distance. Nor am I ready for any
political organisations or platforms less broad and
comprehensive than those which may include and
uphold the whole Whig party of the United States.
Hut all this is consistent, and shall, in iny own
case, practically consist, with a just sense of the
evils of slavery; with an earnest opposition to every
thing designed to prolong or extend it; with a firm
resistance to all its encroachments on northern
rights; and, above all, with an uncompromising
hostility to all measures for introducing new slave
States and new slave Territories into our Union."

I come next, Mr. Chairman, to a speech delivered
in this House on the 8th of January, 1847, when I
found it necessary to oppose the passage of a bill
for raising an additional military force, I think
the hill was called Oit 7>n Htrimml Ml.
On that occasion, after alluding to the probable

influence of the measure under consideration on
the chances of a peace with Mexico, I proceeded to
say as follows: t

"And where, to<», is to be our doaeetic peace,
if this policy is to be pursue*! ? According to
the President's plan ofobtaining1 ' ainpb indeinnityfor the expenses of the war,' the longer the war
lasts, and the more expensive it is mailt, the inure
territory we shall require to indemnify us. Everydollur of appropriation for this war is thus the jpurchasemoneyof more acres of Mexicai soil. VVlio
knows how much of Chihuahua, and Caahuila,and
New I^on, and Durango, it will lake U remunerateus for the expenses of these ten raiments of
regulars, who are to be enlisted for live years?
And to what end are we thus about toidd acre to
acre and field to field? 7bfurnith Oie mbject ofthat
great domeitic struggle, which has alrealy been foreshadowedin this debate?

Mr. Chairman, I have no time to discuss the subjectof slavery on this occasion, nor shotld I desire
to discuss it in this connexion, if I bad more time.
Hut 1 must not omit a few plain won Is on the momentousissue which has now been rkistd. I speak
for Massachusetts.I believe I speak tin sentiments
of all New England, and of many otin States out
of New England.when I say, that up.i| this uuestionour minds are made up. So fir is we havo
power.constitutional or moral power.to control
political events, we are rcaolved thttl there ahull be
no further extension of the territory this Union,
subject to tbe institution* of slavery.

» » » »
" I believe the North ia ready to stiud by the

Constitution, with all its compromises, i* it now is.
I do not intend, moreover, to throw out itiy threats
of disunion, whatever may be the result. I do not
intend, now or ever, to contemplate disinion as a
cure for any imaginable evil. At the sane time 1
do not intend to be driven from u firm txpresaionof purpose, and a steadfast adherence to principle,by any threats of disunion from any otherquarter.The people ofNew England, whom 1 have tuy privilegeto speak for, do not desire, as I unlcrstand
their views.I know my own heart and uy own

principles, and can at least speak for thcm--to gain
one foot of territory by conquest, and as thcresultof
the prosecution of the war with Mexico. do not
believe that even the abolitionists of the Sorth.
though I am one of the last persons who would be
entitled to speak their sentiments.would be unwillingto be found iu combination with stuthern
gentlemen who may see fit to espouse tkis doctrine.We desire peace. We believe that Lis war
ought never to have been commenced, and we do
not wish to have it made the pretext for plunderingMexico of one foot of her lands. But if t je war is
to be prosecuted, and if territories arc to be conqueredand annexed, we shall stand fast and foreverto the principle that, so far as w« are. concerned,these territories shall be tin- exclusive
abode of freemen.
"Mr. Chairman, peace, peace, is the grand compromiseof this question between the North and the

South. Let the President abandon al\ schemes of
further conquest. Let him abandon lis plans of
pushing his forces to the heart of Merico. Now,
before any reverses have been experieic.ed by the
American arms, he can do so with the lighest honor.Let him exhibit a spirit of magmnimity towardsa weak and distracted ncighbo'. Let him
make distinct proclamation of the terms on which
he is ready to negotiate; and let those terms be
such as shall involve no injustice towards Mexico,

»»nio among uu(wi>».

But, at all event*, let him tell us what those term*
are to be. A proclamation of Exccutire purposes is
essential to any legislative or any nation*! harmony.The North ought to know them; the So ith ought to
know them; the whole country ought to understand
for what ends its blood and treasure are to be expended.It is high time that some specific terms of
accommodation were proclaimed to Congress, to
Mexico, and to the world. If they be reasonable,
no man will hesitate to unite in supplying whatevermeans may be necessary for enforcing them."I come lastly, Mr. Chairman, to a speech which
I made in this House on the 22d of February, 1S47,
and from which I shall venture to quote a still
longer extract. It was on this occasion, sir, and in
connexion with these remarks, that 1 offered the
bill then pending. which was a bill making an appropriationof nearly thirty-five millions of dollars
for the single item of supporting the army.a provisoin the following words:
" Provided, further. That these appropriations

are made with no view of sanctioning any prosecutionof the existing war with Mexico for the acquisitionof territory to form new States to be added
to the Union, or for the dismemberment in any way
of the republic of Mexico."
That, sir, was iny proviso. And if any body

sliall ever deem iny name worthy of being associatedwith anjf legislative proposition, I hope this one
Win uc lui^uiicu m mil lUtti II 8I1UUIU

be known in all time to conic a- tiic H'inthrop
provito.

It wu indeed almost idcnli< al with a resolution
proposed in the other branch of Congress, by an
honorable Senator from Georgia, ( Mr. Hebrien,;
and it shared the same fate with his resolution.
Every Whig member present al the time, exrept
one, voted in favor of its adoptisn. There were

seventy-six Whigs in all, from all parts of the
country, North and South, East and West, whose
names are inscribed on the journals in favor of this
proviso. But no Democrat voted fur it; not one.
And among the names of the one hundred and
twenty-four Democrats who deleated it, may be
seen those of the honorable member from Pennsylvania,(Mr. Wilmot,) and of the honorable mem
bcr from New York, (Mr. Pbbston Kino,) side
by side with those of the present Speaker of this
House, (Mr. Cobb,) of the present chairman of
this committee, (Mr. Bovo,) and of all the other
Southern Democrats of the day.

It was on this occasion, sir, that I expressed myselfas follows:
"Mr. Chairman, I have intimated on another occasionthat I do not go so far as some of my friends

in regard to the propriety or expediency of w ithholdingall supplies from the Executive. While a

foreign nation is still in arms against us, I would
limit the supplies to some reasonable scale of defence,and not withhold them altogether. I would
pay for all services of regulars or volunteers alreadycontracted for. I would provide ample means
to prevent our army from suffering, whether from
the foe or from famine, as long as they are in the
field under constitutional authority. Ileavrn forbidthat our gAllant troops should be left to perish
for want of supplies because they are on a foreignsoil, while they are liable to be shot down by the
command of their own officers if they refuse to remainthere! But I cannot regard it as consistent
with constitutional or republican principles, to passthis bill as it now stands. Even if I approved the
war, I should regard such a course of legislation as
unwarrantable. Disapproving it, as I unequivocally
and unqualifiedly do, I am the more induced to interposethese objections to its adoption.
" Sir. this whole Executive noliev of over-

running* Mexico (o obtain territorial indemnities
for pecuniary claim* and the expense* of the
war, is abhorrent to every idea of humanity and
of honor. For one, I do not desire the acouisition
of one inch of territory by conquest. I desire
to see no fields of blood annexed to this Union,
whether the price of the treachery by which they
have lieen procured shall be three million pieces of
lilvcr or only thirty! I want no more areosof freedom.Area, if I remember right, signified tkrathtngfloor in my old school dictionary. Wc have
had enough of these arsas, whe ther of freedom or

ilaveryj and I trust this war will be brought to a
:lose without multiplying or extending them.
" 1 repeat this the more emphatically, lest iny vote

in favor of the Three Million bill should be misinterpreted.Nothing was further from my intenLion,in giving that vote, than to sanction the po|.
cy of the Executive in regard to the territories of
Mexico. If he insists, indeed, on pursuing that
policy, and if a majority «>f Congress insist on giv
ng nim the means, I prefer purchase to conquest, <

ind had rather authorize the expenditure of three
Trillion* to pay Mexico than of thirty millions to
vhip her. Rut everybody must have understood
hat the proviso was a virtual nullification of the
>111, for any purpose of acquiring territory, in the
lands of a southern administration.

M wu tor uiat pronto mat ivoteu. I wianeo to
ret the great principle which it embodied fairly on
he statute-book. I believe it to be a perfectly con-
ititutional principle, and an eminently conserve-
ire principle.
"sir. thuae wlio undertake to dieptite the conati-

utionality of that principle muet rule otit of existmcesomething more than the immortal ordinance
>f 1787. My honorable friend from South Carolina
(Mr. Buat) reminded ua the other day, that Mr.
Vtadiaon, in the FMtrahtl, had caat aoine doubt on
he authority of the Confederation Congress to passhat ordinance. He did so; but with what view,
lir? Not to bring that act into discredit,but to en-
broe upon the people ef the {Jolted States the imoortanceof adopting a new system ol government,
inder which such acta migtit henceforth he rightoilydone. Thla new system of government was

tdopted. The Constitution waa established. In
he very terms of that Constitution is found a provisionrarogniaing the authority of Congress to
prevent the extension of slavery after a certain
number of years 'in the existing States,' and to
prevent ill introduction into thr Trrritoritt immr |

diaUly. What more? During' the first session of
tlie first Congress of the United States, under this
new Constitution, this same Northwestern ordinance,with its anti-slavery clause, was solemnly
recognised and re-enacted. This is a fact never
before noticed to my knowledge, arid one to which
I beg the attention of the House. Here is the eighthact of the first session of the first Congress. Listen
to the preamble:

« 'Whereas, in order that the ordinance of the
United States, in Congress assembled, for the gov-

i mucin ui nic icrriiurjr iioriuwc»i ui me river

Ohio, may continue to havefull effect, it is requisite
that certain provisions should be made, so as to
adapt the same to the present Constitution of the
United States:
" 'Be it enacted,' Sic.
"Then follow a few formal changes in regard to

the governor and other officers. The sixth article
of tne ordinance remains untouched. - Mr. Madisonwas a member of this first Congress, as were

many others of those most distinguished in framingthe new Constitution. And this bill passed both
branches without objection and without any division,except upon some immaterial amendments.
"Here, then, we find the very framers of the Constitutionthemselves, in the first year of its adoption,applying the principle of the IViImot proviso to all

Ike territories which the General Government then
possessed, without compromise as to latitude or

longitude. These territories were as much the fruit
of the common sacrifices, common toils, and commonblood of all the States, as any which can be
conquered from Mexico. They were the joint and
common property of the several States. The ordinancewas unanimously adopted in 17S7, and was
re-enacted unanimously in 1789. Madison, who
had questioned the authority of the Congress of the
Confederation to pass it originally, voted for it himselfin the Congress of the Constitution, and all his
colleagues from the slavcholding States voted for
it with him. Sir, if the constitutionality of such an
act can now be disputed, I know not what principleof the Constitution can be considered as settled.
" I have said that 1 regarded this principle as

eminently conservative, as well as entirely constitutional.1 do believe, sir, that whenever the principleof this proviso shall be irrevocably established,
shall be considered as unchangeable as the laws of
the Medea and Persians, then, and not till then, we
sliall have permanent peace with other countries,
and fixed boundaries for our own country. It is
nlain that there are two parties in the free States.
Moth of tin-in are opposed.uncompromisingly op-
posed, as I hope and believe.to the extension of
slavery. One of them, however, and that the partyof the present administration, are for the widest
extension of territory, subject to the anti-slavery
proviso. The other of thein, and that the party to
which I have the honor to belong1, are, as I believe,
content with the Union at it it, desire no annexationof new States, and are utterly opposed to the
prosecution of this war for any purpose of dismeniIxiringMexico. Between these two parties in the
free States the South holds the balance of power.
It may always hold it. If now, therefore, it will
join in putting an end to this war, and in arresting
the march of conquest upon which our armies have
entered, the limits of the republic as well as the
limits of slavery may be finally established.
" It is in this view that I believe the principle of

the fVilmot provito to be the great conservative
principle of the day; and it is in this view that 1
desire to place it immutably upon our statute
books. The South has no cause to be jealous of
such a movement from our side of the House. The
South should rather welcome it.the whole country
should welcome it.as an overture of domestic
|x?ace.

"Sir, much as 1 deplore the war in which we are

involved.deeply as I regret the whole policy of
annexation.if the result of these measures should
Ixi to ingraft the policy of this proviso permanently
und incradicably upon our American system, 1
should regard it as a blessing cheaply purchased.
Good would, indeed, have been brought out of evil;
and we should be almost ready to say with the great
dramatist of old England.

'If after every tempest comes such calm,
Let the winds blow till they have wakened

death.'
" Vcs, sir, in that event, instead of indulging in

any more jeers and taunts upon the Lone Star of
Texas, we might rattier hail it as the star of hope,
and promise, and peace; and might be moved to
apply to it the language of another great English
poet.

'Fairest of stars! lot I in the train qf night,
If rather thou belong'st not to the dawn.'

"If we could at last lay down permanently the
boundary ofpur Republic.if we could feel that we
had extinguflhed forever the lust of extended do-
minion in the bosoms of the American people.if
wc could present that old god TWmtnut, of whom
we have heard such eloquent mention elsewhere,
not with out-stretched arm atill pointing' to new
Territories in the distance, but with limbs lopped
off, as the Romans sometimes represented hiin, betokeningthat he bad reached his very furthest
goal.if we could be assured that our limits were
to be no further advanced, either by purchase or

conauest, by fraud or by force.then, then wc

might feel tnnt we had taken a bond of fate for the
perpetuation of our Union.

"It is in this spirit that I voted for the proviso in
the Three Million bill. It is in this spirit tnal I offer
the third proviso to the Thirty Million bill before
us. Pass them both.cut off, by one and the same
stroke, all idea both of the extension of slavery and
the extension of territory.and we shall neither
need the three millions, nor the thirty millions, for
securing peace and harmony, both at home and
abroad.
Mr. Chairman, I know not but that I might be

induced to abate something of the ambitious rhetoricof these remarks, if 1 were making the speech
over again; but I do not desire to change one jot or
tittle of their substantial matter. I adhere, this day,
to all the sentiments and all the principles of that
speech; and, so far as they arc applicable to the
present moment and to existing circumstances,
and so far as may consist with tin- paramount duty
which 1 owe to the peace and the union of my country,I intend to shape iny course with a view of
carrying them out to their practical fulfilment.

I have long ago made up iny inind that, whateverprospect there may be of adjusting and reconcilingthe conflicting interests and claims of differentportions of the Union, there is noprospect, and
no possibility, of harmonising their discordant
opinions. (Certainly, air, neither labored arguments,nor heated appeals, nor angry menaces ;
neither threats of disorganisation here, nor of conventionselsewhere, have done any thing towards
accomplishing such a result, so far as f am concerned

I hold now, as I held three years ago, that it is
entirely constitutional lor lunernu to apply the l

principle* of the ordinance of 1187 to any territory |
which may be added to the Union.

I hold now, aa I held then, that the South have I
no right to complain of auch an application of theae
principle* by thoae of u* who have declared thia
dor trine in advance, and who have ateadily oppoaed
all acquisition of territory.

I hold now, aa I held then, that their reproaches
and fulminationa ought to be eaclu»ively reserved
for thoae among theinaelvea, and for their alliea in
other part* of the country, who have persisted in
bringing thia territory into the Union, with the
diatinct underatanding that it waa " to fumuk ihr
rubject of (hi great domeittc itruggU."

I hold now, too, aa I held then, tltat one of the
greateat advantage* of engrafting theae principle*
unchangeably upon our national policy, would
be to extinguish the apirit of annexation and conquestin the region where we all muat acknowledge
mat it haa ever been moat rife, and thua to aecure
for u* "permanent peace untk other CountruM, and
fired houndartet for our men country." I
Do jrou remember, Mr. Chairman, that old class

ical dialogue between Pyrrhua, the king of Kpirua,and hi* eloquent counsellor, Cincaa? Pyrrhua, we
are told, in disclosing hi* plan* of government, had
rated hi* purposr of subjecting Italy to hia »way;
when Cinea* naked, "And having overcome the
Human*, what will your majesty do next?" "Why,Sicily," aaid the king, "i* next door to Italy, and
it will be eaay to subdue that." "And having gut

"".vi, ui oiviij, uic ruunf-imr, wnni #i

next will I# jour royal pleaaore'" "I have a miad, h.
then," aaid Pyrrhua, "to pan* over into Africa." h
"An<i what after that?" aaid Cineaa. "Why then, ir
it laat, we will give ouraelvea up to quirt, and enjoy a vi

delightful peaee." "But wliat," rejoined the wiaa >u
ind aagaciouacounarllor, "what preventa you from lei
enjoying that quiet and that delightful peace ranow'" aa

I can conceive aurh a dialogue paaaing between one au
of our late American BreaidenU anil aome conAden-I tk
tial friend or Cabinet adviaer. "I have a mind to an- ae
nex Texaa." "And what willyou do next'" "Why di
Mexico ia next door to Texaa, and it will be eaay to er
object her to our arma " "And having conquered ai'
Mexico, and taken poaaeaaion of eoch of her provinceaaa you deaire, what next dona your excel c<
lency propoae?" "I think weahall then be ready ol
Ibr oaaaing over to Cuba." "And what after that"' e
"AA hy, then, we will devote oaraeIvea to peace, and n

enjoy a quiet life," "And why, why it might a

well have been naked.should you not enjoy that
peace and quiet now? Why wifi you persist in disturbingthe quiet, and periling the peace, and puttingin jeopardy the glorious Union you now enjoy,by rushing into so wild, so wanton, and, 1 had
almost said, so wicked a policy?"Sir, it is not to be denied that it is this spirit of
annexation and conquest, growing by what it feeds
on, which has involved us in ull our present troubles,
and which threatens us with still greater troubles
in future. Wc are reaping the natural and justresults of the annexation of Texas, and of the war
which inevitably followed that annexation. We
have almost realized (as I believel have somewhere
else said) the fate of the greedy and ravenous bird
in the old fable, Aitog tells us of an eagle which,
»" «' wwcNiii; iiiguuf, a uiv 01 lempiingflesh upon an altar, pounced upon it, and bore
it away in triumph to ita neat. Hut, by chance, he
adds, a coal of fire from the altar waa sticking' to it
at the time, which set fire to the nest and consumed
it in a trice. And our American eagle, sir, has
been seen stooping from ita pride of place, and hoveringover the altars of a weak neighboring rawer.
It has at last pounced upon her provinces, and borne
thein away from her in triumph. But burningcoals have clung to them! Discord and confusion
have come with them! And our own American
homestead is now threatened with conflagration!This, Mr. Chairman, is the brief history of our
condition. I trust in heaven that the lesson will
not be lost upon us. Gentlemen talk of settling the
whole controversy which has been kindled between
the North and the South by some sweeping compromise,or soine comprehensive plan of reconciliation.I hope that the controversy will be settled,
sir; but 1 most earnestly hope and pray that it will
not so be settled that we shall ever be in danger of
forgetting its origin. I hope and pray that it will
not so be settled that we shall ever again imagine
that we can enter with impunity on a career ofaggression,spoliation, and conquest! This embitteredstrife, this protracted suspense, these tedious
days and weeks and months of anxiety and agitation,will have had their full compensation and reward,if they shall teach us never again to forget
the curse which has been pronounced upon those
" who remove their neighbors' laud-marks".if
they shall teach us to realize, in all time to come,
that a policy of peace and justice towards others is
the very law and condition of our own domestic
harmony and our own uational Union
And now, Mr. Chairman, how is the great controversyby which our country is jgitated to be

settled r
In the first place, sir, I do not bcteve that it is to

l>e settled by multiplying and acckinulatiug issues.
I have no faith in the plan of railing open all the
subjects of disagreement and difference which have
existed at any time between diffe'ent sections of the
country, with a view of attempting to bring them
within the influence of some single panacea. Cer-
Lainly, sir, if such a plan is to ke attempted, we are

not to forget that there arctwosides to the ousstion
jfaggression: The southern States complcin, on
the one side, that some of their runAwny slavts have
not been delivered up by the free States, agteeably
to the provisions ol the Constitution ol the united
States. The northern States complain, on tlr other
iide, that some of their freemen have beei seized
and imprisoned in the slave States, contra 17 to the
provisions of the same Constitution. 1 wis, my-
self, called upon some years ago, by the mrchants
and ship-owners of Boston.as patriotic a body of
men as can be found on the fare of this catinent, i
and whose zeal for liberty is not less conpicuous
than their devotion to the Union.to bring tis latter \

subject to the attention of Congress. I mdr u re- 1
port upon it to this House in 1S43, in whicl among h

other remarks, I used the following lan£uge '

"That American or foreign seamen, :harged t
with no crime, and infected with no cutagion, »

should be searched lor on board the vesselso which u

they belong; should be seized while in the ocharge oftheir duties, or, it may be, while asleepn their
berths; should be dragged on shore and icarcer- ii
ated without any other examination than a exam- *

ination of their skins; and should lie rendesd liable d
in certain contingencies, over which they sty have t
no possible control, to be subjected to the inominy 11

and agony of the lash, and even to the ^finitely
more ignominious and agonizing fate of hug sold a

into slavery for life, and for all purposes poitct it

is an idea too monstrous to beentertainedir a mo- n

inent." o

Now, sir, I will not undertake to eoisarc the
two grievances to which I have thus allied. But <

this f do say, that if the one is to be insisd on as a f
subject for immediate redress and rcpnrson, I see >

not why the other should not be also. F myself, (
I acknowledge my allegiance to the who Consti- t
tution of the United States, and I am'illing to u
unite in fulfilling and enforcing, in all^asonable a

and proper modes, every one of its prdsions. I a

recognise, indeed, a Power above all hiian law- S
makers, and a Code above all earthly co'tiluiions! *

And whenever I perceive a plain confli of juris- tl
diction and authority between the CoSitution of e:

my country and the laws of iny Uod, IT course is ai

clear. 1 shall resign my office, wharer it may ci

be, and renounce all connexion with p»lic service
ui any bufi. iitvcr, ncvrr, bit, win «i»y»cii
under the necessity of calling upon O to witness tl
my promise to support a constitutio»any part of p
which 1 consider to be inconsistent 'th his com- p
mands. ti
But it is a libel upon the ConstituP1 of the Uni- pi

ted States, and, what is worse,sir, i* M libel upon u

the great and good men who frame adopted, and tl
ratified ft; it is a libel upon Washing", and Frank ei

ltn, and Hamilton, and Madison 'Pon John Ad- a

ams, and John Jay, and Rufus it is a libel
upon them all, and upon the wh< American peo T
pie of 1789, who sustained the i" their noble hi
work, and upon all who, from'lat time to this, st

generation alter generation, it*ny rapacity, na- ft
lional, municipal, or State, ha< 'dted their hands m

to heaven, in attestation of th* ®llegiance to the ti
Government of their countr'*1 is a gross libel «a

upon every one of them, to a-!rt or insinuate that sa

there is any such inconsisKJ' I-et us not do st
such dishonor to the fathers "ie Republic and to o!
tiie trainers of the Constil'on- ft .is a favorite w

policy, I know, of some of c ultraisu in rny own ti<
part ol the country to sti'lat'*'' the Constitution m

of the United SUtes as pro tlaotry compact I
deny It, sir. I hold, on r other hand, that it is a V
pro-liberty compar t. the'11*1 effective pro-liberty w

compact which the wo' has rver seen, Magna tli
Charts not excepted. *' one which every friend di
to liberty.human li|ty. or political liberty. b<
ought steadfastly to rrnUlm "upp>rt. st
"To secure the ble-n,ffs of liberty to ourselves aq

»nd our posterity,"-his was the grand climax in ti
Jial enumeration of' objects which constitutes its fi<
a-ell-remembered p*mble. This was the object w

For which it was awedly, and for which it was ic
rally framed; ant"'1 is the object which it has,
n fart, beyond all-h"* instruments, advanced and Y
promoted. c«

Tha conventiorwhich framed tliat instrument nr

round African »vrr7> indeed, a fixed fact upon ol
>ur soil; and sr** <" the provisions which they g
ulopted bad urOfhted and admitted reference to w

bat fact. Huphst is the legitimate interpretation *>fthese provi-'nsf It is a remark, I think, as old ei
is Rpirtetus, every thing has two handltt; and ih

t is as trueoth"* provisions as of every thing else, sc
hst . »"' /> Iwil.l id I Ki'lfl hu tlii' rurbl im n/llo

ii order t«» rfidrrafand their true deaign. la
Wr tri> cold that the Constitution encouraged ni

ilcrerr by providing for the toleration of the Afri- rr

K> ajeivc Irade for twenty year*. In my judgment,
f, ii ahoold rather be aaid, that the Conatitutiort
ruck a atrong, and, aa it* framera undoubtedly ^
ilieved, a fatal blow at alavery, by eecuring to the p<
scleral Government the power, whic h it never be- be
re poaaeaaed, to prohibit that trade at the end of a

'enty yeara. 'h
We are told that it encouraged alaverjr, by ntak Cc
g it the baaia of repreeenuttion in this llouae. In
y judgment, it ahould rather be aaid, that it dia be
uraged alavery, by taking away two fiftlia of to
at repreaentation to which the aouthrrn Statea
>uld have been entitled on their black population, tin
that population had been a wholly free popula- an
«. er
We are told that it encouraged slavery, by pro- en
ling h>r the Suppression of inrurrechon* But to
erybody know*, that thia provision hud as much T!
Ference to insurrection* in the free State* as in ai
r slave State*; and that, in point of fact, it was f.
ay's rebellion in Massachusetts which, lieing in o|
ogress at the very period a'hen the Constitution ni
i* under consideration, gave an immediate, im- al
ilse to the movement by which the power of in- bt
rfering in such cases was conferred on the Fede- tr
I tfovernment. "Aiuoug the ripening incidents," (),
id Mr. Madieon, In his account of thecircum
tnces which led to the adoption of the Conatitu>n,"was the insurrection oi Shay, in Massachu- t.
tta, against her government, which was with til
Acuity "oppressed, notwithstanding the inliu- 01
ire on the insurgent* of an apprehended interpo
lion of the Federal troops." r«
Wears told, finally, that the Constitution en- in
luragef slavery, by a provision for the surrender ti
r persom "held to service or labor." Now, sir, ir
ven this provision fulfils (he suggestion which was *

ftade by Ni- Madison at the. time the Constitution tl
ras framed,and "avoids the idea that there can tl
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be properly in man." It demands of us only a recognitionof the admitted and familiar fact, that
there may be property in "the service or labor"of man. It provides tor the restoration of all
runaways alike, white or black, who may be "held
to service or labor" for life or for years, as indented
apprentices or otherwise, in any part of the rouutry,precluding all right on the part of any of the
States to inquire, for any purpose of discrimination,in regard to fugitives from other States, by what
tenure, of temporary contract or of hereditarybondage, they are held to such "service or labor. '

If by some emancipation act, like that which was
adopted many years ago by Great Britain in referenceto her West India colonies, the slaves in our
southern States should be converted into apprenticesfor a term of years, this article of the Constitutionwould be as applicable to that state of things,
as it is to the state of things now existing. It has
no necessary or exclusive relation to the existence
of slavery. Hut taking it, as it was unquestionablyintended, as a provision for the restoration of
slaves, as long as slavery shall exist, is there enoughin this clause of the Constitution to justify any one
in branding that instrument with the abhorrent
title of a pro- alavtry compactf

Sir, the Constitution is to be considered and
judged of us a whole. The provisions which relate
to the same subject-matter, certainly, are to be examinedtogether, and compared with each other,in order to obtain a just interpretation of its real
character and inteut. Let this clause, then, be
taken in connexion with that which has authorized
and effected the annihilation of the Afrirati slave
trade, as a lawful trade, from any part of this vast
American Union. Let the few cases in which individualfugitives may be remanded to their captivity,in conformity with one of these provisions,he compared with the countless instances in which
whole ship-loads of freemen would have been torn
Irom their native soil and transported into slavery,but for the other; and then tell me what is the best
designation of the compact which contains themboth. Suppose, sir, for a moment, that the framers
of the Constitution had resolved to ignore the exist-1
encc of slavery altogether; suppose that the idea,which 1 have sometimes heard suggested as a desirableone, had been adopted by them at the outset,and that all the pre-existing rights of the States inregard to slavery and all its incidents had been leftunrestricted and unaltered; would that have bettersubserved the great cause of human liberty? Weshould have had, indeed, no fugitive slave clause.But for every slave who made his escape we shouldhave had a hundred slaves, freshly brought over IromAfrica, Brazil, or the West Indies, as long asthere was a foot of soil on which they could beprofitably employed; and every one of thein must
nave been counted, not as three-fifths, but as awhole man, to swell the basis of that representationby which the slave interest would have been renderedpredominant forever in our land!
Undoubtedly, Mr. Chairman, there are provisionsin the Constitution which involve us in painfulobligations, and from which some of us wouldrejoice to be relieved, and this is one of them. Butthere is none, none, in my judgment, which involvesany conscientious or religious difficulty. 1know no reservation, equivocation, or evasion,.inthe oath which 1 have so often taken to support thatConstitution; and whenever any measure is proposedto ine for fultillingor enforcing any one of its;lear obligations or express stipulations, I shallgive to it every degree of attention, consideration,»nd support, which the justice, the wisdom, thepropriety, and the practicability of its peculiar provisionsmay demand or warrant. In legislating,lowever, for the restoration of southern slaves, 1hall not forget the security of northern freemen.S'or, in tustifying my allegiance to what has beeuermed the extradition clause of the Constitution,hall I overlook those great fundamental principles>f all free governments.the Habeae Corpus and thetYial by Jury.
But 1 repeat, Mr. Chairman, that I am for givnga separate and independent consideration to

eparate and independent measures. I um for
lealing with present and pressing difficulties bybemaelves, and for acting upon others afterwards
.s they arise.
The great questions which demand our consider

tionat this moment are those which relate to our
icw territorial acquisitions; and to them, and them
.lone, I am now for devoting myself And the first
if these questions is that which relates toCaiiforma.
What is California? But yesterday, sir, it was a

lolony in embryo. But yesterday.to use the languagewhich Mr. Burke once applied to America-
i wiu --a nine speck, scarce visible m the inaaa of
lational interest; a small seminal principle, rather
lian a formed body." To-day it preaenu itself to
is an established Commonwealth, and is knockingt our doors for admittance to the Union as a free
nd independent State. Shall it be turned away?hall it be remanded to its colonial condition' Shall
e attempt to crowd hack this full-grown man into
te cradle of infancy? And that, too, in spite of the
(press provisions of the treaty by which it was
rquired, "that, at the proper time, it shall be inorporatedinto the Union?"

(. pon what pretence shall such a step be taken?
Vhy is not this the proper time? Is it said that
lere has been some violation of precedents in her
reparatory proceedings? Where will you find a
reredent in any degree applicable to tier condion?When has such a case been presented in our
*sl history? When may we look for another such
our future progress? "Who hath heard such a

ling? Who hath seen such things? Shall the
irtn be made to bring forth in one day? Or shall
nation be born at once?"
Is it said that she has not population enough'he best accounts which wc can obtain estimate
rr population ut more than a hundred thousand
>ul»; and these, be it remembered, are nearly all
ill.grown perrons, and a vast majority of them
ten, and voters. And what, after all, are any es
mates of population worth, in such a case? As the
line great British orator, whom I have just quoted,lid of the American colonies in 1775; "Such is the
rength with which population shoots in that partth<- world, that, state the numbers as high as we
ill, whilst the dispute continues, the rsaggera
on ends. Whilst wc are discussing any given>agnitude, they are grown to it."
Is it said that her boundaries are too extensive ?
ou did not find this fault with Texas. Texas,
ith the boundaries which are claimed by her, haa
irec hundred and twenty-five thousand five bun-edand twenty square miles; and, with anyxindaries which are likely to be assigned to her,

will have mon than two hundred thousand
luarc miles. California, under her own constilu>n,has but one hundred and fifty-five thousand
re hundred and fifty square iniles of territory, of
hich one-half are mere mountains of rock and
r, and another quarter a desert waste '

Do you complain of the length of her sea-coast'
ou aid not find this fault with Florida, whose sea
>ast and gulf-coast together (If I am not greatly
lisiaken) is more than one-third longer thau that
r California. And where will you divide the
reat valley of the Sacramento and Ssn Joaquin,
ilhoul the greatest injury and injustice to those
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ii « pi to make two free Statea where only one la
jv propoaed, and thua to double the rauae of
withers jealouay and aectional oppoaitiun ?
I declare to you, air, that, in my judgment, if any
lilt if to he found with the dimenaioua of Califoria,It ia to be found by the free State*, who might
aaonahly look to liavr two Htalee, inaiead of one,
Ided to their number, from eo traat a territory
la it aaid that her eonatitutlon haa heen rooked '

rbo cooked it? That her neupke have tieeu tarnrredwith ? Wlio tampered with them? Aa haa
en truly aaid, we have a aouthern Prcaident and
majority of aouthern men in the Cabinet; and
ey aent a aouthern agent.a Georgia member of
ingreaa.a gentleman, let me aay, lor whoar charterand conduct I have the higheat rrapert.to
ar their dcupatchct and communicate their view*
the California aettlera

il aaid thai these settlers art a wild, rock lea*,
aling population, bent only upon digging fold,
id unworthy to he trusted in establishing a govmncnti1Sir, I do not believe a hotter class of
nigranta was over found flocking in such nambrri
any now settlement on thr facr of tho rarth
ho immense distance, the formidable difficulties,
id thr onrroua eapensc of tho pilgrimage to Call
rum, necessarily coufinrd tho emigration to men
some pecuniary ovilototx r, a*, well aa to men <4
ore than ordinary phyaical endurance. Wo ha\o
I aron going out from our own respective neigh
»rhoods, not a fcw hardy, honest, industrious, pa
iotir young mon,

Hearing their hirthrighta proudly on Ihair bark*.
To make a haaard of now fortune* thero;"
;d, in llioir name, air, 1 protest against the consu
it ion which they have adopted being condemned
i any aoro of iia paternity.
la it aa|d. finaUy. Mr Chairman, aa a ground tor
"Jt> ting California, thai alio baa prohibited atavory
her constitution' No, no. air; nobody will von

ire to urge tt«| M an objection to her admiaaion
Ito the .\mericau Cnion F.vea thoae who would
illiugly have had it otherwiae, muai he find la
beir owp hearts, whether tiny confess it or not,
ist she has settled that ^uestioo for herself ; that
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